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3. Pakistan’s cotton and textile sector

The cotton crop makes up roughly 14% of the total cropped area of Pakistan (PBS, 1981-2015), and is 
the main crop of the kharif season, Pakistan’s rainy season that starts in May and lasts until December. Its 
arrival in factories typically starts in August, and its third or fourth harvest continue until March. On average, 
the Punjab province accounts for 80% of Pakistan’s total cotton production, whereas the Sindh province 
contributes 20%.4  For the most part, cotton is produced by small farmers who cultivate less than 5 ha of 
land. An estimated 1.3 million farmers grow cotton in Pakistan (Khan, 2016). 

The textile sector is the largest industrial sector in Pakistan and accounts for approximately 40% of the 
industrial labour force (Ministry of Finance, 2016). This sector uses 40% of commercial loans provided 
to the manufacturing sector, provides 25% of industrial GDP and makes up roughly 57% of Pakistan’s 
exports (Ibid.). Additionally, 10 million farming families live off the textile industry (Ministry of Finance, 
2014). Compared to other textile producing countries, Pakistan’s textile value chain has the lowest wage 
rate ($0.39 USD per hour) (Hussain et al., 2009). The integrated cotton and textile sector includes 1300 
ginneries, 523 textile mills, and 300 cottonseed crushers and oil expellers (Ministry of Finance, 2016). 

Figure 2 gives an overview of Pakistan’s cotton-producing provinces from 1981 to 2014. On average, 
almost 80% of the overall cotton cultivation area lies in Punjab, followed by Sindh with 20%, Balochistan 
with 1%, and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) with 0.04%. Since 1981, Punjab’s cotton cultivation area has 
expanded by 47%. However, as compared to its 1981 area, KPK’s cotton cultivation area has declined 
in recent years (from 2009 to 2012). In Balochistan’s case, there is an increase in land area for cotton 
cultivation, from 300 ha in 1981 to 41,000 ha in 2015. Despite this expansion, there are still huge piles 
of land in Balochistan yet to be explored. There are ongoing efforts to bring new land under cultivation in 
Balochistan and KPK.

Punjab in particular has seen a comparatively greater variation in cultivated land for cotton. For example, 
in 2010 the crop area for cotton production was reduced due to flooding, whereas in 2011-2012, cotton 
was sown on a larger area as seeds were available at subsidized rates, and because of favourable weather 
conditions and a decrease in pest attacks (PBS, 1981-2015). 

In Balochistan, government incentives played a significant role in increasing cotton crop acreage in 2001. To 
produce top-grade cotton there, the government distributed subsidised seeds to farmers (a 50% subsidy) 
and assured the purchase of unsold stock over the next three years (Dawn, 2001). In 2007, another 
government-led agriculture development project was initiated that focused on introducing cotton to an 
additional 19 districts (APP, 2007).

Cotton harvest © Kimberly Verdeman

4 Based on the average figure of province contribution to Pakistan’s total cotton production (from 1981 to 2016).
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Punjab in particular has seen a comparatively greater variation in cultivated land for cotton. For example, 
in 2010 the crop area for cotton production was reduced due to flooding, whereas in 2011-2012, cotton 
was sown on a larger area as seeds were available at subsidized rates, and because of favourable weather 
conditions and a decrease in pest attacks (PBS, 1981-2015). 

In Balochistan, government incentives played a significant role in increasing cotton crop acreage in 2001. To 
produce top-grade cotton there, the government distributed subsidised seeds to farmers (a 50% subsidy) 
and assured the purchase of unsold stock over the next three years (Dawn, 2001). In 2007, another 
government-led agriculture development project was initiated that focused on introducing cotton to an 
additional 19 districts (APP, 2007).

3.1 Cotton and textile production (1981-2014)

Raw cotton production

According to USDA (2016), Pakistan is currently the fourth-largest cotton-producing country after India, 
China and the US; and the third-largest cotton-consuming country in the world. Pakistan is also the sixth-
largest cotton-importing country in the world, with 0.7 million metric tons cotton imports (USDA, 2016).

Figure 2: Annual raw cotton producing area by province (‘000’ hectares)

Source: Author’s own with PBS data, available online and in print (1981-2009, 2009-2015).
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Figure 3 provides an overview of annual cotton production by province. An increasing trend in production 
can be observed across the entire country. Cotton production throughout Pakistan has been increasing 
at a faster pace, especially when compared to increases in area of cotton production (i.e. land used for 
cotton crops). This is particularly due to technological advancements in the cotton-production sector. 
However, there are larger inter-annual variations in production. The cotton leaf curl virus (CLCV led to low 
cotton production during 1993-1994 and 2003-2004, where 1991-1992 and 2004-2005 saw high cotton 
production due to favourable weather conditions and better pest control practices (Salam, 2008). Moreover, 
Pakistan experienced massive flooding in 2010 as well as heavy rainfalls in Sindh in 2011 and 2012, which 
caused a decline in cotton production. This shows that climate extremes and crop diseases, which are 
also induced by environmental factors, are major features that define annual trends in Pakistan’s cotton 
production.

Figure 3: Annual raw cotton production in Pakistan by province (000 bales)

Source: Author’s own with PBS data, available online and in print (1981-2009, 2009-2015).

In response to shifts in production, the price of cotton has also proven to be rather volatile. The Ministry 
of Finance (2011) reports that prices of cotton increased tremendously from PKR 7,150 ($68.2 USD) 
per maund5 in October 2010 to a record high of Rs 12,500 per maund ($119.2USD) in March 2011; 
after massive flooding in 2010, cotton production plummeted and cotton prices soared in 2010 due to a 
decade-low cotton production. The price for cotton lint reached a seasonal high of Rs 6,000 ($57.2USD) 
per maund.   The spot rate for cotton set by the Karachi Cotton Association also increased by Rs 100 
($0.95USD), making it Rs 5,600 ($53.4USD) per maund (Agricorner, 2016a/b). However, in 2008, cotton 
prices plummeted from Rs 3,700 ($35.3USD) to Rs 3,200 ($30.5USD) in the wake of a depressed global 
cotton market due to the global financial crisis (Pakissan, 2008). While price is a major factor in determining 

5 1 maund (Pakistan) equals 0.04 metric ton.
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profit margins for farmers and other cotton-related textile players, it also has a tendency to influence the 
production pattern. For example, low cotton prices at the first harvest encourage farmers to invest less 
on plant protection and management because they foresee less return. This causes a decline in cotton 
production during the second and third harvests.6 Additionally, local cotton prices in Pakistan are usually 
less then international prices because of non-standardised practices and the lack of a quality-based pricing 
system; farmers get paid based on weight, so there is less concern to produce quality cotton. 

Decline in cotton production in 2015-16 is another example of climate repercussions. Cotton production in 
Pakistan witnessed a steep downward trend after 2014-2015, with a shortfall of about 2.93 million bales, as 
compared to last year’s production statistics (PBS 2015). Pakistan’s total 2013-2014 cotton production was 
roughly 12.769 million bales, to which Punjab contributed a hefty 9.145 million bales and Sindh contributed 
3.523 million bales. In contrast, Punjab’s 2015-2016 cotton production has plummeted to 6.3 million bales 
whereas Sindh has remained steady with its previous year’s production, coming in at 3.57 million bales. 
Total cotton production in 2016 amounted to 10.782 million bales.

According to agriculture researchers, the decline in production can be largely linked to climatic factors. 
Representatives of Ministry of Textile also believe that excessive rain during August 2015 washed away 
pesticides and diluted soil nutrients, giving various pests, especially the pink bollworm, easy access to 
destroy the unprotected cotton crop (Khan, 2015). Other factors contributing to the decline, according 
to our stakeholders, include fake and low quality seeds, the lagging performance of agriculture research 
institutes to come up with heat resistant varieties, and the declining interest of cotton farmers to invest in 
good, quality input supplies due to low returns on last year’s cotton crop. Stakeholders also lament that 
low returns on cotton crops have caused cotton farmers in Punjab to shift towards planting other profitable, 
low-maintenance crops (such as sugarcane), which has resulted in lower cotton crop acreage, hence less 
production. This suggests that governance and resilience go hand in hand, and that better governance can 
help overcome some, if not all, vulnerabilities.

With such a huge decline in production, national losses are estimated around Rs 0.6 trillion ($5.7 billion 
USD) (Khan, 2016). These losses trickle down to textile labourers, farmers and other related industries, such 
as the solvent industry and banola oil (cottonseed) industry. Experts believe this is due to the high cost of 
production and low domestic cotton productivity. While large textile manufacturers rely on imports in times 
of domestic cotton decline, small and medium enterprises bear the brunt of the production crisis. 

Figure 4 provides annual cotton yields by province. From 1984 to 1996, Punjab had the highest yield. 
In 1996, Sindh’s efficiency in productive began to rise and it surpassed Punjab’s cotton yield. Presently, 
Sindh produces more than 1000 kg/ha of cotton, as opposed to roughly 700kg/ha in Punjab. However, the 
production area in Sindh (see Figure 2) has not expanded since 1996 and has stagnated around 520,000-
640,000 ha. Experts interviewed believe that Sindh’s higher yields are due to a more conducive environment 
for cotton production, (i.e. especially mild night temperatures) as well as higher numbers of plants per acre. 

High crop yields in 2004-2005 raised farmers’ expectations and a large number of them shifted to cotton 
from sugarcane in hopes of higher profits. However, 2005-2006 witnessed a reduced cotton yield (13% 
from the previous year) in spite of that increase in cultivation area, which highlights environmental factors 
as the cause of depreciating crops. The amount of loss from that lower yield was around PKR 53.4 billion 
($518.7 million USD) (Salam, 2008).

6 Cotton crops usually require three to four rounds of harvests, or picking, per season (done by manual labour in developing countries).
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Figure 4: Annual cotton yields by province

Punjab

Source: Author’s own with PBS data, available online and in print (1981-2009, 2009-2015).

An analysis of the data reveals that variation in all the three indicators—area, production and yield—is 
either explained by governance or climatic factors. While climate is an exogenous phenomenon, adaptation 
coupled with government support can, over the years, help to stabilize sharp variations in agricultural 
productivity.

Figure 5 provides market-level data of raw cotton supply and distribution for the last 10 years. Almost 
89% of the total cotton produced is consumed domestically (both mill and non-mill). However, after the 
processing stage (see Figure 13), the cotton purchased by domestic mills is largely exported. Moreover, raw 
cotton imports, which are a major adaptive tool for the CVC in times of low domestic production, account 
for 10% of Pakistan’s total cotton production on average. This is evident from the data, as the domestic 
consumption of cotton outnumbers domestic cotton production. Apart from filling in the production gap, 
cotton imports are also used to produce quality textile outputs. Generally, Pakistan produces low-grade, 
small staple cotton, however, to meet international demands for high-quality textiles, long staple cotton is 
imported. 

Figure 5: Supply and distribution of raw cotton (000 bales)

Data source: Author’s own with APTMA’s data, 2015.
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Furthermore, estimates from the 2001-2002 Household Integrated Economic Survey reveal that 24% of 
farmers in Pakistan produce cotton, out of which only 16.6% own some or all of their cotton-producing land 
(Orden et al., 2008). Lack of land ownership signifies that income generated from cotton production has 
huge implications for food security and the livelihood and wellbeing of the farming community. Over time, 
low economic returns on cotton may also result in farmers shifting from cotton to other, more profitable 
crops. 

Cotton production by district 7 

Punjab and Sindh are the key contributors to cotton production in Pakistan. After wheat and rice, cotton is 
the third most-cultivated crop in Punjab by crop area, and is sown only on irrigated land. Canal tube-wells 
are the most common source of irrigation for cotton crops in the district, followed by canals (PBS, 2014). 
Figure 6 shows cotton production according to district,8 highlighting yield levels and trends.9

Major cotton producing districts are clustered in Punjab’s southern region. The production average from 
1981 to 2012 shows that the Rahim Yar Khan district contributes the most to Punjab’s cotton production 
(13%), followed by Bahawalpur (11.7%), Vehari (11%) and Multan (10.4%). Over time, northern districts of 
Punjab show a significant decreasing trend in cotton cultivation area and cotton production primarily due to 
farmers switching to other, higher return crops such as potato, maize, etc.. This, however, does not reduce 
Punjab’s overall cotton production as these districts already had a comparatively low percentage of cotton 
production.

Since 1981, the average annual growth rate of cotton production in Sindh has increased by 5.5%. Districts 
in northern Sindh contribute more to the overall cotton production of the province as compared to southern 
districts: Sanghar contributes the most (22.4%), followed by Shaheed Benazirabad (13%), Khairpur (12.1%) 
and Ghotki (10.7%). In these districts (except for Saheed Benazirabad), trends in cotton production show 

7 A map of Pakistan’s districts can be found in the Annex 1.

8 Districts are the third order of administrative unit in Pakistan, after Provinces and Divisions.

9 Data source: Directorate of Agriculture, Crop Reporting Service (Punjab, Sindh, KPK and Balochistan – 2015).

Labourers putting raw cotton into cleaning machine © Samavia Batool
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a rapid increase compared with a mild increase in cotton-producing areas; this signifies higher yields over 
less acreage (more kg/ha). On the other hand, in the districts of Tharparkar, Sukkur, Shaheed Benazirabad, 
and Hyderabad, trends show a significant decrease in cotton production as well as cotton-producing area. 
Average production of cotton in these areas (except Shaheed Benazirabad) ranges from 68,000 bales to 
185,000 bales, which is the lowest compared to other districts in Sindh. A continuation of this trend would 
cause Shaheed Benazirabad’s district contribution to decline, therefore causing Sindh’s annual cotton 
production to decline; this is because of Shaheed Benazirabad’s high contribution to the province’s cotton 
production.

In KPK, Dera Ismail Khan contributes the most (92%) and its average contribution per year is around 
1700 bales, which makes about 0.001% of the total cotton production in the country. Since 1981, cotton 
production in KPK has decreased, on average, by 38%. Trends in almost all cotton-producing districts have 
shown a decline in cotton production and cotton-producing area. An insignificant increase in yield, however, 
can be observed for some districts.

Cotton production in Balochistan has shown an average growth rate of 38% during the last 31 years 
(slightly more than 1% per year). There are three major cotton contributing districts: Nasirabad contributes 
the most (22%), followed by Lesbela (17%) and Khuzdar (14%). Trends in almost all of Balochistan’s districts 
have shown a significant increase in yield. This increase can be attributed to higher land productivity 
(environmental factors) and government incentives for producing cotton.
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Figure 6: District cotton averages and trends in area of production, production and yield
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Source: Author’s own with PBS data, available online and in print (1981-2009, 2009-2014).
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Land use and cotton cropping pattern

The 2010 Agricultural Census (PBS, 2010) presents an overview of cotton cropping patterns in Pakistan. 
Table 1 summarises the cotton crop area. Out of the total cropped area under private farms, 14% is used 
to cultivate cotton. In Punjab and Sindh, respectively 15 and 20% of the farms are used to cultivate cotton. 
Small- and medium-sized farms (3-10 ha) contribute more land to cotton production in Punjab, whereas 
medium-sized farms (5-20 ha) dedicate comparatively larger proportions of land for cotton production in 
Sindh (PBS, 2010).10 

Table 1: A snapshot of land-use patterns for cotton

Farm size (ha)

Pakistan Punjab Sindh

Cotton crop area 

as a % of total 

cropped area in 

Pakistan

cultivated area 

(ha)

Cotton crop area 

as a % of total 

cropped area in 

Pakistan

cultivated area 

(ha)

Cotton crop area 

as a % of total 

cropped area in 

Pakistan

cultivated area 

(ha)

Farms (total) 14 3733863 15 2681782 20 1024395

Under 0.5 10 91785 12 69370 27 22033

0.5 to 1 13 244726 14 171845 27 72110

1 to 2 14 520673 14 366403 24 152487

2 to 3 13 536899 14 430553 19 103536

3 to 5 14 713003 14 551721 21 156285

5 to 10 14 717812 15 538078 20 175368

10 to 20 15 498033 17 312225 19 181939

20 to 40 13 230917 14 125548 17 101152

40 to 60 14 70836 17 45666 18 24157

60 and above 14 109165 16 70368 20 35328

Source: Agricultural Census, 2010.

Table 2 shows cotton crop area per tenure. In Pakistan, 13% of owner farms, 15% of owner-cum-tenant 
(OCT) farms, and 15% of tenant farms produce cotton. OCT farms and tenant farms dedicate a greater 
proportion of land to cotton production in Punjab (16% each), whereas tenant farms in Sindh have more 
land dedicated to cotton production (24%).

Table 2: Land use by tenure

Farm size (ha)
Cotton crop area as a % of total cropped area

Pakistan Punjab Punjab

Private farms (total) 14 15 20

Owner farms 13 14 20

OTC farms 15 16 20

Tenant farms 15 16 24

Source: Agricultural Census, 2010.

10 See Agriculture Census (2010), accessed online at: http://www.pbs.gov.pk/sites/default/files/aco/publications/agricultural_census2010/Tables%20

%28Pakistan%20-%20In%20Hectares%29.pdf
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Textile production

Textile manufacturing in Pakistan is largely clustered around Karachi, Faisalabad, Lahore and Multan. 
Ginners received 13.3 million bales of seed cotton in 2013-2014 compared to 12.9 million bales in 2012-
2013 (see Table 3).

Table 3: Cotton arrival in ginning factories

Year
Seed cotton arrival into ginning factories (000 bales) Raw cotton pressing in ginning factories (000 bales)

Punjab Sindh Balochistan Pakistan Punjab Sindh Balochistan Pakistan

2009-2010 8458 4212 22 12693 8458 4212 22 12693

2010-2011 7904 3670 24 11698 7901 3770 24 11695

2011-2012 12132 2620 62 14814 12124 2620 62 14806

2012-2013 9508 3354 53 12916 9507 3352 53 12912

2013-2014 9631 3697 63 13392 9629 3696 63 13389

Source: COTISTICS, August 2015.

Pressed bales from Punjab are sold mainly to textile industries (except for a few districts that sell some 
bales to exporters), whereas a large number of pressed bales in Sindh are sold directly to exporters and the 
rest to textile units (Pakistan Cotton Ginners Association, 2015). Cottonseed is a valuable co-product of raw 
cotton, which is further processed to produce seed oil and seedcake. Seed oil is used by oil industries and 
seedcake is used as animal feed. The annual production of cottonseed in 2014-2015 was about 0.4 million 
tonnes.

Nearly 4% of Pakistan’s annual yarn production is consumed by mills for further processing; 18-25% is 
exported; and a massive 60-70% is consumed domestically (non-mill consumption) (see Figure 7). In 
2013-2014, Pakistan produced a total of 1 billion sq m of cloth, with a higher percentage of medium and 
superfine cloth as compared to fine and coarse cloth. Out of this, 55% was produced as gray cloth, 30% 
as dyed and printed, 9% as bleached, and 5% as blended (APTMA, 2015). Details on the types of cloth 
produced in Pakistan can be found in Table 4.

Figure 7: Cotton yarn production and distribution (metric tons)

Source: Author’s own with COTISTICS data, 2015.

Table 4: Cotton cloth production (000 sq m)

Year
Cloth production catagories

Fine Medium Coarse Super fine Total

2009-2010 190608 343013 182452 293514 1009587

2010-2011 194271 351635 186272 297474 1029652

2011-2012 193619 346381 184818 299441 1024259

2012-2013 194332 347017 185677 302072 1029098

2013-2014 197477 343540 186602 308483 1036102

Source: COTISTICS, 2015.
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Pakistan exports roughly 19-25% of its cotton cloth, whereas its domestic consumption is about 75-80% 
of its total production (see Figure 8). Comparing Figures 7 and 8 with Figure 5 suggests that the production 
of cotton is less than domestic consumption, whereas the production of yarn and cotton cloth meets 
domestic demand, leaving little room for yarn and cloth imports.

Figure 8: Production, consumption and export of cloth

Figures for the non-mill sector are estimated by APTMA.

Source: Author’s own with APTMA’s data, 2015.

3.2 Cotton and textile imports and exports
Cotton is the thirteenth-largest imported commodity group in Pakistan and the largest exported commodity 
group. Combined, cotton and textile products11 make up 55.4% of Pakistan’s total exports, but only 
2.3% of Pakistan’s total imports. Over the last 12 years, exports of cotton have increased by 87% and 
exports of textile products have increased by 76% (see Figure 9). However, cotton exports have shown 
higher variability (higher value of coefficient of variation) when compared to textile product exports. This 
can be explained by the volatile nature of domestic cotton production as a result of various climatic and 
governance factors, such as the availability of water, access to extension services, credit facility, etc. (see 
Figure 3). A stable trend in the export of textile products may be due to the higher resilience of textile 
manufacturers to any change in supply of domestic inputs. This is due to their reliance on imported inputs 
(e.g. cotton and yarn).

Figure 9: Comparison of cotton and textile exports with Pakistan’s total exports from 2003 to 
2014)

Source: Authors’ compilation from International Trade Centre 2016 data. Figure 10 compares the annual contribution of cotton and textile products 

11 Data for cotton exports and imports are based on products listed under Code 52 of the HS Classification, which includes raw cotton, cotton yarn, cotton 
waste and woven cotton fabrics. Data for textile and related products is calculated by adding the data for products under Codes 61, 62 and 63 of the HS Classification, 
which mostly include various intermediate (e.g. knitted fabric, textile made-ups, etc.) and high value added products (e.g. knitted and woven apparel).
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to Pakistan’s total exports. In 2014, raw cotton alone contributed 19.1% to Pakistan’s total exports. Its share in total exports, however, has 

decreased by 10% since 2003. Textile product exports in 2014 contribute a hefty 33.5% to Pakistan’s total exports, but their share in total exports 

has also declined by 15% since 2003.

Figure 10: Annual contribution of cotton and textile exports to Pakistan’s total exports

Source: Authors’ compilation from International Trade Centre 2016 data.

Figure 11 compares cotton and textile imports to Pakistan’s total imports; both categories form a small 
portion of the total imports of the country. Pakistan imports more cotton products as compared to textile 
products (opposite in case of exports – Figure 9). One of the major reasons for such a high number of 
cotton imports is because of the strong global demand for high-grade cotton when producing export 
products. Typical imports include upland and long staple cotton, as well as medium staple cotton, to 
augment domestic supplies for processing and re-export as high-end textiles (USDA, 2015). 

High variability in cotton imports partially supports the argument of increased imports during low production 
of domestic cotton. For example, cotton imports declined in 2009 while cotton production during the same 
period increased by 9%, as compared to 2008. Similarly, cotton imports increased substantially in 2008 and 
2010 as a result of a decline in domestic cotton production (by 10.5%), when compared to the previous 
years’ cotton production (see Figure 3). Similar trends can be observed for the production and import data 
in 2013 and 2014. It is also important to highlight that this relationship holds true for some years and not 
others, which shows partial causality between the two variables.

Figure 11: Comparison of cotton and textile imports with Pakistan’s total imports

Note: Primary axis refers to cotton and textile imports; Secondary axis refers to total imports of Pakistan (Million USD).

Source: Authors’ compilation from International Trade Centre 2016 data.
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Figure 12 further explores the contribution of cotton and textile products to the total imports of Pakistan. 
Between 2009 and 2014, the share of cotton imports to total imports have stayed roughly between 1.5% 
and 2.5% Its share reached a maximum of 3.6% in 2004. This was a result of a 101% increase in cotton 
imports; at that time, Pakistan experienced only a 37% increase in its total imports. On the other hand, 
textile product imports show a very slow and stable upward trend (contribution to total imports increased 
from 0.4 to 0.6 since 2003).

Figure 12: Annual contribution of cotton and textile imports to Pakistan’s total imports

Source: Authors’ compilation from International Trade Centre 2016 data.
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Table 5 provides an overview of cotton and textile related exports and imports from 2003 to 2014, including 
products and destinations. According to the International Trade Centre’s data, a high intra-industry trade 
exists for cotton (i.e. the trade of similar products). For example, cotton yarn and raw cotton are major 
exports of Pakistan, but these items are also imported in huge quantities. This observation also stands 
correct for other cotton and textile products. 

Pakistan imports a huge bulk of cotton and textile products from the US, China and India, while the US, the 
UK and Germany are major destinations for Pakistan’s cotton exports. Moreover, Pakistan imports most of 
India’s and China’s cotton products, as well as textile products from China and Korea.

Table 5: Products and destinations for cotton and textile exports and imports

Major cotton-

related exports 

(2003-2014)

Major exports to:

Average value 

of exports 

(2003-2014) 

(000 USD)

Major imported 

products (2003-

2014)

Major imports from:

Average value 

of imports 

(2003-2014) 

(000 USD)

 Cotton 

Woven cotton fabrics 

(various types)

Bangladesh, Turkey, China, 

Sri Lanka
2153274 Raw cotton

US, India, Brazil, 

Afghanistan
643790

Cotton yarn 
China, Bangladesh, Turkey, 

Korea, Portugal
1546558

Woven cotton fabrics 

(various types)
China, Thailand 48047

Raw cotton
Indonesia, Bangladesh, 

Vietnam, China, Thailand
163128 Cotton yarn 

India, Egypt, China, 

Indonesia
35427

Cotton, carded or 

combed
Italy, China, France, Belgium 13434

Cotton waste 

(including yarn waste 

and garneted stock)

Bahrain, Bangladesh, UAE 877

Cotton waste 

(including yarn waste 

and garneted stock)

Italy, France, China, Belgium 49345
Cotton, carded or 

combed
India 192

Textile and related products

Bed, table, toilet and 

kitchen linens

US, UK, Germany, Belgium, 

Netherlands
2527921

Worn clothing and 

articles

US, UK, Korea, Germany, 

Canada
96285

Men's suits, jackets, 

shorts trousers, etc. 

US, UK, Spain, Germany, 

Netherlands, France
750405

Blankets and 

travelling rugs
China, Korea, Spain, UAE 19382

Men's shirts, knitted 

or crocheted

US, UK, Belgium, Germany, 

Netherlands
579470

Tents & camping 

goods, tarpaulins, 

sails for boats, etc.

China, Korea, Vietnam, 

UAE
6907

Women's suits, 

jackets, shorts, 

dresses, skirts, etc.

US, Germany, UK, France, 

UAE
410918

Men's suits, jackets, 

shorts, trousers, etc. 

China, UK, Bangladesh, 

US
5741

Made up articles, 

including dress 

patterns

US, UK, Germany, 

Netherlands, Canada
315607

Babies' garments, 

knitted or crocheted

China, Thailand, Indonesia, 

Vietnam
5246

Source: Trade Map, International Trade Centre (2016).


